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Dermoscopy (sometimes referred to as dermatoscopy) has become a well-established tool for skin lesion assessment in secondary care. It is becoming more commonplace in primary care, yet training for many clinicians can be largely self-directed. This new textbook provides an invaluable resource for new and improving students of dermoscopy both to read and reference. It offers a methodical and comprehensive guide to understanding dermoscopy and using it to assess skin lesions.

The authors intentionally concentrate on the recognition of skin malignancies and are practical in focus; they provide instruction for clinicians on the systematic examination of the skin, and on dermoscopy decision aids to assist in determining how lesions should be safely and appropriately managed.

As a student of dermoscopy myself, I found two features of the book particularly commendable.

First is its simplicity: the writers assume no previous familiarity with dermoscopy, but begin by thoroughly addressing the fundamentals of the science behind dermoscopy and skin microanatomy. They clearly define the terms used to describe dermatoscopic findings, helping the novice to understand and adopt terminology used in the field.

Secondly is its images: the range of high quality pictures is impressive, and paired dermatoscopic and clinical photographs of the same lesions allows readers to compare the salient features from both perspectives. The large number of images allows an appreciation of the variation that exists between lesions of the same diagnostic type, which is important in preparing for dermoscopy use in clinical practice.

Later chapters discuss the specific dermatoscopic features of many types of lesions, and are admittedly more complex, but these are not essential material for the successful use of the simpler dermoscopy decision aids. For novices or generalists whose everyday practice does not include large volumes of skin lesions, these chapters are useful for reference but may be more difficult to fully absorb.

The attention given to some benign lesions is more limited, but this is admittedly not the primary purpose of the authors, whose main focus is skin cancer. Therefore while an excellent book for generalists, those wishing to become dermoscopy experts may wish to consult additional texts. However, the breadth of material included and the clarity of writing have created a book that I suspect will be highly influential in its field, with the potential to become a standard reference for students of dermoscopy.
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